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IN THBCJ.AI.MS 

46. (Amended) A method according to claim 45 .wherein the [method] step of 
sensing senses pressure applied during the obtaining of a finger-print and further includes the step 
of usijig the resistance sensed by each sensor to determine tlie ilngeiprint. 

47. (Amended) An apparatus for sensing pressuit; comprising: 
a substrate; 

a sensor formed on ihe substrate that is adapted to sensj^ pressure applied thereto, the 

I 

sensor including: \ 

a support sU'ucture that is smaller than the subslVate, thereby providing a cavity 
above a portion of the substrate; and 

a magnetoresistive sensor formed over the sup]:iort structure. 

Please add the fbilowing claims: 

—62. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the c lange in resistance upon the 
application of pressure is measured using a cuirent that is adapted to detect the change in resistance. 

i 

£ 

63. An apparatus according to claim 21 wlierein the (change in resistance upon the 
application, of pressure is measured using a ciureJit tl.iar is achipted lo detect the change in resistance. 

64, A method according to claim 4] wherein the steD of sensing the resistance senses the 
resistance upon the application of pressure using a current that i^ adapted to detect the resistance 
after the resistance has changed due to the application of pressure. 
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65. An apparatus according to claim 47 wherein a ch; 
application of pressure is measured using a cutrent that is adaptei 



inge in resistance upon the 
to detect the chai3ge in resistance. 

66. An apparatus according to claim 21 wherein the plurality of sensors each detect 
pressure applied during tlie obtaining of a fingerprint and the resistance sensed by each of the 
plurality of sensors is used to determine the fingerprint, certain! of the sensors detecting ridges of 
the fingerprint, and other ones of the sensors detecting valleys bf the fmgerprint. 



: steji 



67. A method according to claim 42 wherein the 
that corresponds to pressure of eacli of the pliu'ality of sensors 
thereon, certain of the sensors detecting ridges of the fmger}:)rii|it 
detecting valleys of the fmgerprint. 



of sensing senses the resistance 
upon placement of a fingerprijit 
and other ones of the sensors 



68. An apparatus according to claim 56 wherein the 
pi essure applied during the obtaining of a fingerprint and the i 
pluraHty of sensors is used to detenninethe fingerprint, certair 
the fingerprint, and other ones of the sensors detecting valleys 



plurality of sensors each detect 
sistance sensed by each of the 
of the sensors detecting ridges of 
of the fingerprint. --- 
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